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1. The rcorganization of the Czechoslovak srmy, which is being
fashioned after the Soviet pattern, was and still is
accumpanied by extensive purges in the military and has
resulted in a critical shortage of politically reliable
cadres of regular army officers.
number of officer personnel as quickly as possible, the CSR
regime has established special short-term officer replace-
ment courses for youth threughout the country. The graduates
of thess courses or schools, which are known as SDD (Skola
Dustojnickeho Dorostu - Officers' School for Youth) are
eligible for further military training in the regular

officers! school.

In order to build up the

2. BDD accepts youths between 17 and 20 years of arze; the most
important prerequisite for candidacy is political reliability.
A candidate must be "socialistically minded", preferably the
son of a Cowmunist Party member, or he must prove his origin
from the working class and the soclalistic leanings of his
parents. &n applicant +hose parents were formerly well-to-do
and religiouvsly inclindd would be a rare ecxception to be

considered as a prospective candidate.

: 50X1

50X1

[ the statement

that 20% of the candidates accepted for tie SUD tiroughout 30X1
the CSR .are members of the Communist FParty. Nost of the

candidates were those who w@ere ziven a chance to become

party members prior to May 1918 when membership was wide open

to youths, even those only 15 year= of age. About 703 of the SECRET
candidates were members of the SCH (Svaz Ceskoslovenske :
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Mladeze - Czechoalowak Youbh Asssclation) which is 8
communilst corganization. Othsr candldates were comp
become members of 3CM during thelr course of aitudy SO0,
Previous education required of an SDD candidate varies greatly,
and depends on his political reliability, clasa origin, and
abilities. 1In general, the candldates are graduates of

schools equivalent to the US Junior high school. About 10%

of the candidates are graduates of elementary schools plus

some trade school education.

2d to

3. The length of the S course is equivalent to one.year of
military servicé and 18 credlted as such. The school year
begins on 1 September and ends between 20 and 25 August of the
following year, withh 2 short vacation period suvmetvime during
the year. ‘

4, During the 30D woicow there are two examinations.  The mid-
year exam takes plnes in late February and the final exam on
or about 20 August. These examinations are more or less of a per-
functory nature since the students are graded dally (even on
the merit of a very brilef questlon and answer) so that the
instructor is in & position to evaluate each student con-
stantly withouz - nf an examination, ’

5. Prior to August 19%1 the graduates of 8DD were merely coi-
sldered to be condidutes for one of the military schools,
but, as of Aug 1, the graduates were appolnted NCOs to
give them an incestive Lo further pursue thelr military careers.
As -NCOs the SDI gradeates are assigned to different military
schools according to thelr particular abllitles, grades, and
physical fitness. The 8ir Force schools, for which candldates
must be of unquesiicnable political reliabllity, In excellent
health, and have high grades, »re glven top priorlty among
the military schools. AaAhout (ive to seven per cent of those
graduates who had a pravious secondary education and who
completed SDD in excellent standing are usually assigned to
unilversitles and technolegical universities for further study.

6. Usually two to three per cent of the students prove to be
below the expected ilevel in mental abillty, and are failed
either at the mid-term or final examinations, A student
who 18 found {o be ineligible for further study alter
either examinatlon, is obllged to joln the Army and serve
an additional pericd of time in order to complete the
required term of two years of service. If such a student
ia of draft age, he ig required to Jjoin an assligned unit
without deiay. ¥ hLe is less than 20 years of age,
he is given tne alternatives of voluntarlly serving the
rest of his two-year term of service, or being dismissed and
walt untll his slass 18 called into service, and then have
that period of time L2 spent at the school credited toward
part of hiaz two year term of service., In case the studeunt
has elected to bhe discharged and await his call to service,
providing that he 1s honorably discharged from SDD and his
political relianpillity lg sound, he returns to his clviliau
oceupation and his future remains unimperilled. If the
student is discharged for political unreliability however,
the dismiszal oay gravely alffent his civillanm status. i
is, if hisg political misduncancr is found to be of Llight
degree, the polliticsl section of the school would invaris
decide that the candidate could not be a fully reliable
officer and he would be discharged; in splte of the blewiun
on hisg political welianility record, the student is aliowid

Lty
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molested by tl
hand, the can
serious of fens
such as sevs)
Party or its ;
pertinent offense
into SDD, he has & h
discharged, his csd
place and the

i< e Becausse he uommﬁtf.u.ﬂ e

st the gsecurity regulatiosneg of the state,

ing the ideology of the Commnlst

¢y, or 1f he had concealed gome

e bad committed prior to his entry

1 lot. He would be dishonorably

f4le wonuld be forwarded to his bilrth-

n of the Communist Party would declds

his fate. He i 4 to trial and usually deprived of

the right to ch 4+ oivilian occupation., He must there-

after accept @y 14U~ i work asslgned to him by the labor

department; this may i & stone quarry, foundry, or coal

mine, whers he 1 glven the most unpleasant, difficultb, and

dange tasks at hand in addition, this perpetrator of

"ide i odeviation" s peguired to serve suffleient tim:
cowipiete the prescribed two-year tour of

occnrr & rarely because the candidates fov

wed and checiked prior to admission

SDD were thor
to the aschools.
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